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(for I do not pretend to have seen more deeply) are often
markedly divergent.   They are divided by difference of
language: some use Greek alone, some Turkish alone,
many are bilingual.   One sees Greek Orthodox Churches
in the eastern part of Turkey, over whose door is an
inscription in Greek letters; but when you read the words
inscribed you find that they are Turkish, and on inquiry
you learn that not a soul in the congregation knows any
Greek except the priest.   It is a remarkable fact that the
Orthodox Church should have been able to bind so well
together elements so diverse, and now for centuries so
far divided from one another by the estranging sea of
Mohammedanism, in which their scattered communities
are like islets. . . . While there is singularly little di-
versity of opinion about the Armenians, there exists
extraordinary contradiction between the opinions en-
tertained about the Greeks by competent observers of
long experience.   To take two examples out of many, I
may give the testimony of two persons, British by na-
tionality, both possessing long and intimate acquaintance
with business in Turkey, and deserving as well as hold-
ing a leading position in it.   One of them, Scottish by
birth and training, could hardly contain himself if the
name of Greek was mentioned in his hearing, and could
not restrain himself from abusing the whole people as
knaves and cheats: on the other hand, he was in the
closest business relations with Armenians, and I never
heard him say a word against them as a class.   The other
person, born and trained in the country, and controlling
a business that brought him into relations with many
Greek firms in various parts of the country, declared to
me often that he had never found the slightest difficulty
in dealing with his Greek correspondents, that he had
not been cheated nor deceived by them, that he never
found it necessary to enter into formal written contracts
with them as was the practice with English firms, but a